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^**f r approval by the Central Committee of the Rumanian Workers’ Party 
at its plenum meetings December 19-20, i960, a proposal to change the 
aflm nietrativo divisions of the territory of Rumania, particularly in the 
fiongarian Autonomous Region, was put before the Grand National Assembly 
on December 22, i960. In introducing the draft bill, Nicolae CEAUSESCU, 
ft raemoer of the Politburo, stated that ftfter a year 1 3 study and aa a 
result of many requests and suggestions made by the working people of 
the different communes, radons and regions, the modifications had been 
Bade in order to construct more viable and better consolidated economic 
am cultural units, as well as to insure better communications between 
ralomu and regional centers. These proposals were adopted by the GNA 
on December 24, along with certain necessary anendniontc to the constitu- 
ion which ver© atfected thereby, Six copies of Ceauseseu’s speech, 
which describes the administrative changes for each region, and of a map 
as printed in "Scinteia" , are enclosed. The constitutional amendments 
are reported in Legdes 116, 

.. country’s territory retaain3 divided into sixteen regions in 
addition to the cities of Bucharest and Constanta. Both now have the 
eene administrative rights as a region. The number of radons has been 
reduced from 189 to 146. Might regions regained their historic names 
^Constanta is now Dobrudja, Craiova - Oltenia, Oradea - Crisnna, 
rites „i _ Arges, Stalin - Brasov, Timisoara - Banat, Magyar Autonomous ~ 
mures Autonomous Magyar, and Da la 24 are - i.laramures ) , Most significant 
the return of "Orasul btalin" to "Brasov”, the city's ancient Saxon 




Haional redivision Within the various regions was said to be for 
the purpose of tightening administrative controls, which will result, 
according to calculations advanced by the regime, in a savings of some 
^1. -i! 10n lei * vaiue of 100 million is estimated in reallocation 

j Building space now used by local adraini .atrative organs end 100 million 
in the administration of "husbandry". An additional 200 million is 
expected to be saved in building expenses, previously budgeted for in 
the bix Year Plan and no -logger necessary. The provincial bureaucracy 
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produced l-;- ar, much as fy w. '.'he new law was also described 
‘ COil r rAlTUtlu ~. 00 clotcr contact between the state and the workers and 
inc *'onco in the latter' a role in the management of state and public 
^.fairs, thus strengthening the "unbreakable alliance" between the 
ina us trial workers mid the peasantry. Actually, the new law seeks to 

improve party and state IcudersMy over all economic and cultural 
activity. 

significant adjustments ■■ere in respect to the Hungarian 
autonomous ne gion. T.o raions, St. Gheor^he and Tir/tu Secuieac. wMch 
'ft °r? r 00 , 1 popuj ateci by Hungarian elhnicg, were detached end incorporated 

iSsr-fT? ‘o orderly ftalin Region), ostensibly because they 

Aoo far removed from the; administrative oenter. i’o 

/ ie ~0 r:don.:? wesf «■ Ikluaj arid 

r Hero and l.-Lwn into the' Autonomous Se^don as one 

In tnose raions there is ^mlibsolmin^^ 
population of too Autononoua Region as a .hole was increased by 43, OX), 

has 5 £r area by BODe 3 °» 000 hGctal ‘ &8 » *** Hungarian predominance 

* 

The amendments to the constitution and the new delimitation of this 

W ?? i £ y tho Vionna ; ‘ v;ard ^undary between Hungary and 
tuaama. Pne overall Hungarian population relative to Rumanian lias been 
decreased by pincning off the southeastern enclave of bucklers, who now ’ 
apparently lose the special rights (real or not) accorded them under 
Articles 20 ana 21 of the constitution. 'Hie elimination of Article 39, 
fMtsbl^phed aod. defined the area, and the 18 , 

jSJS i 8 - eff ® ct a article, no,/ makes it possible to again rerj-ym ander 
“ 0 r°r ! ^ Ci ° n but without father reference to the constitution; 

be of some importune that the name*oT fee XuConomoul Ilfelon 

>enj?tonced oy prefacing the word "Hares", fee words "/aitonomous" 

°ould eventually he eliraina£e 3 ~'£if ordinary' usaST or hy 
n *•- kn^Bixaply aa theJ^es Region. l^u^iVirtiiles $>, 

-^ d A 9 ° f thS institution give special privilege to the' Hunrarian 

^tonomous hcgion, it would now apV>eTi?- ar - ua . n a r Ba t teF -glttdtly to atoend 

fir^mete ^hea, since Article 19 no lon,.;cr exists* Only relations with 

the Hungarian government would prevent tnS^Timlnatica, of special treat- 

“jfH lor xl® '-f€yar minority, and the presence in Rumania "on holiday" 
of Ferenc in.Tl.HiCH, Hungarian Prime iiinister. during the GhA sessions 
may therefore have had some significance. (In a discussion of the new 

Mlkf r if ! Iff 01 ? 0 • , a f ircoto ? 3n «» S'««isn mrdstry, 


the changes in the 


and himself a Transylvcwda.n, he contended that 

Autonomous Region wore purely to improve administration and that the 
Hungarian minority would continue to retain special xi ; ;hts. He failed, 
however, to explain the di onpyoar- -noe of Article 19, except to say it 
no longer applied,; J 
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As regards the. re turn of the ir historical naraes to eight regions and 
one city, this is being interpreted locally as a sop to regional feelings, 
which have deep roots in customs and folklore, as veil as the cover for 
eliminating the word "Stalin” from both a region and an important industrial 
city* Ironioally, this regime effort to placate national and historic 
cultures originated with Stalin ( u iS*xxiL7n and the National Question”), 
hut whether any “national-cultural autonomy” can in Itumania be extended 
to Hungarians is doubtful# l 
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subject: Austro-Hungarian Border Agreemen 
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SPSf ^ lit i JI3f y : ‘ 

markers are inaccurafp — S-.nujnbej^.of JUjfi_,bord®-r 

l&nger of border'incJdents * ls * epa;Lr ' thereby. .increasing the, ’ 

the Investigation of^border incident? 8 *2 agreemer,t regarding 
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